
Explanation of variances – pro forma 
Name of smaller authority: Otterburn Parish Council

Northumberland

2020/21 2021/22 Variance Variance
£ £ £ %

1 Balances Brought Forward
10,815 16,245

2 Precept or Rates and Levies
6,582 6,582 0 0.00% NO  

3 Total Other Receipts

7,871 2,642 -5,229 66.43% YES

4 Staff Costs 3,042 3,155 113 3.71% NO  

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment 0 0 0 0.00% NO  

6 All Other Payments

5,981 11,056 5,075 84.85% YES

7 Balances Carried Forward 16,245 11,258 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED
NO  

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments 16,245 11,258 VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT REQUIRED

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments an 43,769 49,621 5,852 13.37% NO  

10 Total Borrowings 0 0 0 0.00% NO  

Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable

Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): 

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in 
the green boxes where relevant:
• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £200); 
• New from 2020/21 onwards: variances of £100,000 or more require explanation regardless of the % variation 
year on year;
• a breakdown of approved reserves on the next tab if the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more than twice the annual 
precept/rates & levies value (Box 2).

Explanation 
Required?

Automatic responses trigger below based on figures 
input, DO NOT OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance 
not required - Balance brought forward agrees

In 2020-21 income included £1939 funding from Revitalising Redesdale (RR) for a noticeboard, 
£3333 from Northumbria Water for speed indicator sign and also £1598 from Ray Windfarm for 
the same purpose. A further £225 was received from Ray Windfarm for defibrillator materials. 
£725 was reclaimed VAT and £51 from zoom reclaim and bank interest.  In 2021/22 fund were 
received from Ray Windfarm £2215 for solar street light, £269 from RR for flower boxes. A 
donation was received from the parents of a young person whose seat in Millennium Green 
required attention and further £57 from zoom reclaim and bank interest. The difference between 
the two is £5229

In 2020/21 spend included £1939 for a noticeboard, £439 for seat repairs, £846 grass cutting, 
£318 for defibrillator repairs, £738 for new litter bin and dog mess bag dispenser, £101 for repairs 
to a seat in Millennium green and £160 for plants and stationery.     In 2021/22 the spend 
included £6068 for two speed indicator devices, £954 for new solar light, £1123 for grass cutting, 
£386 for repairs to a further solar light, £550 for a new tree in Millennium Green and £527 for 
repairs and maintenance in the Play Area. The difference is £5067.
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